[A clinicopathological study on tumor of the renal pelvis and ureter].
We report 42 patients with urothelial tumors in upper tract admitted to our hospital between August, 1969 and August, 1988. The patients consisted of 33 males and 9 females; their ages ranged from 42 to 85 years with a mean of 66.2 years. Total nephroureterectomy with bladder cuff resection was employed as the surgical method in 24 cases, total nephroureterectomy without bladder cuff resection in 11 cases, total nephroureterectomy with total cystectomy in 2 cases and partial ureterectomy only in 2 cases. Tumor lesions had a positive correlation with grade and stage. The survival rate for all the patients at 1, 3 and 5 years was 76.0, 58.8 and 54.6%, respectively, as measured by the Kaplan-Meier's method. The prognosis of the patients with renal pelvic tumor and ureter tumor was dependent upon grade, stage and intravascular tumor-emboli. Vesical recurrence was observed in 10 cases and found frequently in low grade tumor and/or low stage tumor cases. The frequency of vesical recurrence was not positively correlated with cuff resection The 5-year survival rate was not different between the patients with vesical recurrence and those without vesical recurrence.